
Jesus Is Presented at the Temple 
         Based on Luke 2: 22-40 
 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph brought him to the Temple. The Temple was like a big 
church. It was in the city of Jerusalem. Mary and Joseph had to walk a long way to get to Jerusalem from 
Bethlehem. 
 
Mary and Joseph went to the Temple to say a very special “thank you” to God for their baby. They wanted to 
promise God to do their best to teach Jesus how to be good and kind to others. “We want Jesus to know 
about God’s promise,” they said. “We want Jesus to know that God promised to love everyone.” 
 
When Mary and Joseph got to the Temple, a very old man came up to them. His name was Simeon. God had 
told Simeon that he wouldn’t die until he had seen the Messiah. The Messiah was the one who would show 
everyone what God was like. 
 
When Simeon saw the baby Jesus. He knew. This baby was God’s Messiah! Simeon was so happy. He took 
the tiny baby Jesus into his arms and sang a song… 
     
  Dear God, now I can die feeling happy. 
  It was just as you promised. 
  With my own eyes, I’ve seen the love 
  you want to give to everyone in the world. 
 
Then the old man’s eyes grew very sad. He looked right at Mary and told her that she would feel great pain 
sometime because of Jesus. “It will feel like a sword going right into your heart,” said Simeon. 
 
Another person in the Temple was also glad to see Jesus. Her name was Anna. Anna was a prophet. (Yes, 
there were female prophets.) A prophet tells people how to live in God’s way. 
 
Anna had lived in the Temple for many years. Now she was 84. When Anna saw the baby Jesus, her  
wrinkled face turned all to smiles. And as she walked around the Temple, she told everyone about Jesus. 
 
Mary and Joseph were very tired when they finally got home. But Mary lay awake for a long time, thinking 
about Anna and Simeon. 
 
There were so many things Mary didn’t understand, but she knew God was with her all the time. When she 
thought of that, she wasn’t afraid anymore. 
 
     
 

 


