
 
The Bethlehem Walk….Luke 2: 4-7 
 
Christmas is almost here! This is an exciting and fun time. Christmas is a time when many 
families get together. (Christmas may be a lot different this year for many of us. We may not be 
able to get together with all of our family members). Sometimes a family will have so many 
guests, that the house is very full. Every bed is being used. Relatives sometimes have to sleep 
on the floor in sleeping bags. And when your house is full of guests, it might seem that if 
another aunt and uncle showed up at your house, you would have to turn them away. 
 
When Mary and Joseph reached Bethlehem, they were looking for a place to stay. They 
knocked on many doors, and every place they tried turned them away. The inns and homes 
were all full. There was no more room for a tired couple who would soon have a baby. Finally 
they found an innkeeper who let them stay in the stable with the animals. And in that stable, the 
baby Jesus was born. 
 

In Mexico, there’s a Christmas tradition called La Posadas. For the nine nights before Christmas 
Eve, Mexican towns and villages re-enact the journey Mary and Joseph made. Each night, a 
procession winds through the streets of the town with Mary and Joseph at the head of the line. 
They stop at many houses, knocking on doors and asking for food and a place to stay. At each 
house, the answer comes back, “No room.” Then all the members in that house follow Mary and 
Joseph to the next house. The procession often ends at the church on the final night. Sometimes 
the whole town has joined the parade. When they reach the church, the baby Jesus appears (it 
can be a doll or even a real baby playing the part), and everyone celebrates with a party! 
 
This tradition reminds the people of Mexico that Jesus knocks on the door to our hearts and 
asks to come in. If our lives are too full of other things, such as busyness or worries, parties and 
presents, then we might tell Jesus, “No room.” As Christmas gets closer, we need to slow down 
and remember that Jesus is coming. We need to be ready to welcome him into our hearts also. 
  

   
 
   


