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Matthew 18:20  
“For where two or three are gathered in my name,  

there I am with them.”   
 
     What is a parking lot?  Just a lot?  A place to park cars?  
Maybe or maybe not.  I am reminded of so many things when I 
think of a parking lot.  Trunk or treat and decorated cars, 
laughter, and joy while getting candy.  Then there is what I like 
to call parking lot talk.  After a council meeting people congre-
gate in the parking lot to discuss the issues.  Issues they 
should have discussed at council.  I thought back to being in a 
dunk tank in a parking lot.  I remembered our car shows in the 
parking lot. I remember a time of prayer with a family in yes, 
the parking lot.  The family had an extremely sick child and 
they were wondering if the child would recover.  It was Christ-
mas time and we had prayer in the parking lot, Christmas for 
their other children in the parking lot, and a memory I will never 
forget.  Now, last but certainly not least, we have church in the 
parking lot.  The last couple of weeks we had 30-35 cars tun-
ing their radios to listen, pray, and come together as a congre-
gation for parking lot church.  It was a time of great joy, incredi-
ble worship, and a blessing I never expected in the parking lot.  
Sometimes blessings come in the most unusual places and 
during the most trying times. 
 
     These last six months have been difficult.  I do not know 
when church will resume in the sanctuary.  I do know we are 
still together in Christ.  We all want to hit restart for 2020, but 
we need to remember there is so much more.  Remember in 
2020, babies still have been born, people have fallen in love, 
families have come together for meals and times of sharing, 
and where two or three have gathered in his name incredible 
things have happened. Remember God has not exiled us to 
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the parking lot.  Instead we are blessed with the tech-
nology to continue to worship and share.  Matthew 
18:20, “ For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there I am with them”.  Even the parking lot.   

God Bless you all, God Bless our parking lot, God 
Bless St. John’s.   

In Christ Name,  

Pastor Tom 

 

 

 
 

They Paid The Price 
 

Those 56 men who signed our Declaration of Inde-
pendence… you know they were risking everything, 
don’t you?  If they won the war with the British, there 
would be years of hardship as a struggling new na-
tion.  If they lost, they would face a hangman’s 
noose.  And yet there where it says, “We herewith 
pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor,” 
those 56 men signed.  And here’s the price they paid: 
 
Carter Braxon – a wealthy planter and trader from 
Virginia saw his ships swept from the seas and to 
pay debts, he lost his home and all his property.  He 
died in rags. 
 
Thomas Lynch Jr. – an aristocrat who owned a 
large rice plantation became ill.  He and his wife set 
out for France to regain his health but the ship never 
made it and he was never heard from again. 
 
Thomas McKean – from Delaware was so harassed 
by the enemy that he and his family were forced to 
move 5 times in 5 months.  He served in Congress 
without pay, his family in poverty and hiding. 
 
Thomas Nelson Jr. – of Virginia raised 2 million dol-
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lars to help our allies, the French fleet.  
After the war, he personally paid back 
the loans which bankrupted him.  During 
the final battle at Yorktown, he urged 
Washington to fire on Nelson’s own 
home because it was occupied by Corn-
wallis.  
 
Francis Hopkinson – had his home in 
New Jersey seized by the Hessian. 
 
Francis Lewis – his home was de-
stroyed and his wife was imprisoned 
where she died within months. 
 
Richard Stockton – his estate was pil-
laged.  He was captured and mistreated 
and died young. 
 
Thomas Heyward Jr. – was captured 
when Charleston fell. 
 
John Hart – whose fields and gristmill 
were laid to waste was driven from his 
wife’s bedside while she was dying.  
Their 13 children fled for their lives.  
John lived in forests and caves for over 
a year.  He died a few weeks after the 
war ended from exhaustion and a bro-
ken heart. 
 
Even John Hancock said, “Burn Bos-
ton, though it makes John Hancock a 
beggar, if the public good requires it.” 
 
Of the 56 signers of the Declaration, few 
were long to survive.  Five were cap-
tured and tortured before they died.  
Twelve had their homes – from Rhode 
Island to Charleston - sacked, looted, or 
burned.  Two of them lost their sons; 
one had two sons captured.  Nine of the 
56 died in the war. 

These men were willing to pay the price 
for freedom for the common good of us 
all.  They were willing to see every man’s 
place in society: to be strong for the 
weak; to consider and experience things 
from another point of view. 
 
I believe that true freedom causes us to 
serve the lost and the weak for they are 
in search of truth and the Truth is Jesus.  
John 8:32 says, “Then you will know the 
truth and the truth will set you free.”   
 
Jesus – died on the cross to give us a life 
free to follow God. He paid the price for 
our freedom.  “But God raised Him from 
the dead, freeing Him from the agony of 
death…” Acts 2:22. 
 

Submitted by Pastor Dotty 
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Greetings,  
 
     St. John’s members. I 
hope this finds you all well 
as we travel this rocky 
path before us. I am not 
sure about you, but I find 
myself keeping as busy as 
I can. If I don’t, I have dis-
covered that I can so easi-
ly slip into just blah. Noth-
ing terrible, and I really 
think it is from lack of see-
ing people I really miss. 
That being said, I am very 
lucky. I leave my house 
every day. I come here to 
the church to fill the Bless-
ing Box, I am here to work 
two and a half days, I go 
to the grocery store, 
masked, (or wearing my 
“maska” as my little Elliot 
tells me to do) for myself 
and for the Blessing Box 
and FLOCK. I am lucky in 
that taking all the precau-
tions I can, I do see peo-
ple. But the little people in 
my family life, not as much 
as I would like. I just am 
not comfortable, for them, 
to stop at my niece’s 
house as frequently as be-
fore. 

    I miss Gauge, my 
great-nephew, in the Na-
vy, but he is probably 
safer than any of us. He 
has been on his ship for 
almost 200 days. 
 
     I miss my closest 
friends and meeting for 
lunch or dinner. I am not 
quite comfortable at the 
thought of eating inside 
a restaurant. I have en-
joyed take-out many 
times, but it just isn’t the 
same. I truly miss the 
XOO kids. The pictures 
you see each week in 
my children’s sermon are 
great, but they aren’t re-
sponding to my messag-
es with their comments 
and giggles. I miss the 
lively and serious discus-
sions and the games 
and the overnights of the 
Youth Group. I love the 
staff here, but we keep 
our distance as much as 
possible and sometimes 
a hug is in order, and it 
can’t be.  
 
     But I do get to see 
people. I walk as many 
evenings as possible 
and nod to those I pass. 
I drop by to see my sis-
ter, who now lives closer 
to me, and we chat at a 
distance. I go to Aldi ear-
ly and amazingly, there 
are lots of folks there 

some days. We nod and 
smile…at least I do, but 
who would know with the 
mask on. “Smile with your 
eyes,” I heard Tyra Banks 
say one day. I probably 
need to practice that. 
 
     I see the ladies that 
help with FLOCK. I see 
Heather Smith and Tom or 
Dotty and our vocalists on 
the days we record the 
worship service and the 
children’s sermon. Some 
of the best times these 
days are Flock and re-
cording worship times. We 
laugh and enjoy the dis-
tances as we do the tasks 
Jesus would ask us to do. 
 
     Hmmm…I have a 
home, enough food to eat, 
a bed to rest my tired 
body at night, enough 
clothes, good health…and 
I do see people. My blah 
feeling has no business in 
this body. 
 
     However, I do think I 
speak for the staff at St. 
John’s in saying that we 
miss seeing all of you in 
worship, in Sunday 
school, in choir, in bells, in 
XOO, in youth group. 
Zoom is great but does 
not take the place of face 
to face.  
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   I ran across this prayer 
from a Lutheran pastor 
and author, named Rev. 
Nadia Bolz-Weber. It fits. 
 
 “I do not know when we 
can gather together again 
in worship, Lord. 
 So, for now I just ask 
that: 
 When I sing along in my 
kitchen to each song on 
Stevie Wonder’s Songs in 
The Key of Life Album, 
that it be counted as 
praise.  
 And that when I read 
the news and my heart 
tightens in my chest, may 
it be counted as a Kyrie. 
( A short prayer or petition 
including the phrase kyrie, 
meaning  "Lord,  have 
mercy".)  
  And that when my eyes 
brighten in a smile behind 
my mask as I thank the 
cashier may it be counted 
as passing the peace. 
 And that when I water 
my plants and wash my 
dishes and take a shower 
may it be counted as re-
membering my baptism. 
 And that when the tears 
come and my shoulders 
shake and my breathing 
falters, may it be counted 
as prayer. 
 And that when I stumble 
upon a Tabitha Brown vid-
eo and hear her grace and 
love of  you may it be 
counted as a hearing a 

homily. (a short sermon). 
 And that as I sit at that 
table in my apartment, 
and eat one more home-
made meal,  slowly, joy-
fully, with nothing else de-
manding my time or at-
tention, may it be counted 
 as 
communion. 
 Amen.” 

    Nadia Bolz-
Weber 

 
Amen and amen. 

        
 Breathe. Blessings,  

Belinda 

Flock 

Just a quick update… 
FLOCK  Meals  have  
been  served  since July 
6. So far we have served 
and shared about 146 
lunches. Lunch bags are 
made up and prepared 
each Monday morning. 
Bags are put into coolers, 
which are transferred to 
the front yard. People 
who stop by are directed, 
from our masked faces, to 
take as many bags as 
they need along with a 
bottle of water. We sit six 
feet from the folks who 
come by. Some of our 
regulars are back. We 
have met some new folks. 
Thanks to Heather Smith, 
Jen Conkle and June 
Wright. 
  
A gentleman stopped by 
this past Monday and 
asked if the food was only 
for kids. We gave he and 
the elderly gentleman in 
his van lunch and water 
and reminded them we 
are all God’s kids. Amen. 
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 Elder of the Month 
  

In an effort to better meet the 
needs of the congregation, we 
will be printing the contact in-
formation for the Elder of the 
month.  The purpose of doing 
this is to provide another con-
tact person, in addition to Rev. 
Dunkle and Pastor Dotty, 
should you have a personal or 
family emergency.   
  

Sue Ferbrache 
511 Shawnee Drive 
Dover, OH  44622 

330-364-6132 
 
 

June 
 Financial Report 

  

Actual Income $19,242  
Actual Expenses $26,077 

   
Average Worship 

Attendance 
None Covid-19 

  
Average Sunday School 

Attendance 
None for Summer 

  
 
 

 July 
 Financial Report 

  

Actual Income $15,831  
Actual Expenses $29,050 

   
Average Worship 

Attendance 
None Covid-19 

 
Average Sunday School 

Attendance 
None for Summer 

 

 St. John’s United Church Of Christ 
Church Council Meeting 

Aug 4, 2020 at 7:00 pm via Zoom 
 

The meeting of St. John’s United Church of Christ Church 
Council was called to order on August 4, 2020 at 7:14 pm 
(due to some tech problems) on Zoom by President Dan 
Dummermuth. There were 16 members in attendance includ-
ing Rev. Dunkle and Pastor Dotty.  
 
Rev. Dunkle offered an opening prayer. 
The minutes of the July meeting were e-mailed to board 
members. 
 
Treasurer Dave Gingrich gave the treasurer’s report. General 
Fund income for July was $15,831 and expenses were 
$29,050 resulting in a shortfall of $13,219 for the month. In-
vestments have recovered to about 90% of what was lost this 
spring. Roughly 90-100% of the PPP Federal Stimulus loan to 
cover payroll expenses should be forgiven. Contribution 
statements will be sent to members this week which may en-
courage giving. A motion to approve the report was made by 
Beth Showers and seconded by Dan Hurst. Motion passed. 
 
Senior Minister Report 
Rev. Dunkle reported he continues to make daily One Call 
devotions and record on-line worship services. He officiated 
the funeral of Emerson Rennicker. The August 2nd parking lot 
service had about 25 cars and 45 people in attendance. Com-
munion was served and the event had a very positive re-
sponse. We will continue these outdoor services in August 
weather permitting. 
 
The fogger has been received and the entire building has 
been sanitized as well as any rooms as they have been used. 
 
Lengthy discussion was held on the request of Cindy Bow-
sher to reopen preschool on Sept 8th. The pre-K board met 
last week on this issue and is seeking council input as well. 
She has purchased supplies as well as begun preparations to 
meet cleaning and sanitization standards outlined in current 
guidelines. As of Aug. 9, Gov. DeWine has approved a return 
to the normal 1 to 12 operating ratio. No extra parents/visitors 
would be allowed to enter the building and students would 
need to pass a health screening each day. The Health De-
partment would control the protocol if anyone were suspected 
of exposure to Covid 19 or test positive. Rev. Dunkle asked 
that a sanitation kit be assembled to handle emergencies in 
the classroom and that church staff not be expected to take 
care of clean-ups in rooms while preschool is in session.  
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Church Council Meeting—continued 
 
Preschool staff would also need to handle all drop-off/pick-up issues with students to prevent ex-
posure to church office staff. While there is a reluctance to open, there is also a recognition that 
pre-k provides a valuable service to students and families and it may need to ultimately be the 
decision of parents if they want their children to attend. Dave Gingrich made a motion to open 
preschool adhering to all the guidelines and precautions currently set forth by government and 
health department regulations, seconded by Laurie Hall. Motion passed with 13 votes for, 2 no’s, 
and 1 abstention. 
 
Pastor of Visitation Report 
Pastor Dotty reported she continues to send cards to members and conduct Women’s Bible 
Study weekly. The Christ-mask tree that was put out front on the church lawn was a big success 
and was featured by WJER and our association newsletter. 
 
Director of Christian Education Report 
Belinda Lentz reported that she and Heather Smith delivered Bible school packets. Flock has 
been extended through August as Dover Schools are now following a later start date. They have 
served about 146 meals to date. She continues to send devotions to middle/ high school stu-
dents and daily messages to elementary students, record Children’s sermons and fill the Bless-
ing Box. On August 29th Kim Deitrick will be ordained via zoom. Belinda purchased a stole to be 
given by the church to mark the occasion. 
 
Elders Report 
 
Deacons Report 
 
Trustees Report 
Our fire alarm system upgrades are up and running and the backflow preventer was successfully 
tested. Trustees are working on making the door at the handicapped entrance at the side of the 
building an automatic access. 
 
Board of Christian Education 
Constitution Review Committee has met and is working on suggested changes to present to 
council. 
 
Unfinished Business 
There has been some work on the lighting in the corner building which was formerly rented to 
Lehman’s. Old lighting is being removed and switches are being installed to meet code. Electri-
cal work is at about $1,500 so far. 
 
New Business 
The beds around the church are overgrown and in desperate need of attention. The former 
Landscaping Committee does not currently have a chair and members have fallen away. It was 
suggested to hold a work day that could be advertised on a One Call message. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayers led by Pastor Dotty at 8:20 pm. 
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Update Contact  
Information 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of us these days no 
longer have “land lines” to  
their homes...we only use 
“cell phone lines”!  If that 
is the case for 
you...please update your 
contact information with 
the church office.  We still 
have a “land line” and the 
number is 330-364-4458.  
Also, don’t forget to notify 
us when your   address 
changes.  We want to be 
able to stay in touch with 
you.   Thank you! 
 

  
A Trip To Cuba, Anyone? 

  
After the death of her beloved grandmother, a Cuban
-American woman travels to Havana, where she dis-
covers the roots of her identity—and unearths a fam-
ily secret hidden since the revolution.  Such is the 
tale told in Next Year in Havana by Chanel Cleeton.  
Join the Bad Girls on Monday, September 14 at 
6:30 for a Zoom meeting that includes a literary 
cruise to Cuba.  More details to follow. 
  

 

Church Office Closed 
  

The church office & building will be  
closed on Monday, September 7.  

In observance of Labor Day. 
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Scholarship committee, 
thank you so much for the 
generous scholarships. 
They will be put too good 
use at COTC where I will 
further my education! Your 
love and support is greatly 
appreciated! 
 

Thanks again 
Emily Gump 

_____________________ 
 
Dear St. John’s family, 
Thank you so much for 
the generous scholarship 
for my college education. I 
appreciated your contin-
ued support.  
 

Keaton Hall 
_____________________ 
 
St. John’s 
We would like to say 
Thank you for the subs & 
everything you brought us. 
Very much appreciated. 
Thank you for thinking 
about and supporting the 
men & women in blue! 
 

Thank you again, 
Uhrichsville Police Dept.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carillon Deadline 

  

The deadline to get infor-
mation and articles into 
the next regular issue of 
the Carillon is Monday, 
September 14, 2020.  
Please mark your calen-
dar!  This will be for the 
October Carillon.  We 
want to continue to keep 
each mailing loaded with 
information, dates, arti-
cles, etc. pertaining to 
the life of St. John’s.  
Remember ... you can 
now send your articles, 
thank you’s, etc. by E-
mail to:  newslet-
ter@doverstjohns.org. 
    

Hospital News 
  

There were no reports of 
members and friends of 
the St. John’s family hos-
pitalized between July 1-
31. 
HOSPITAL NOTE: We 
are no longer being noti-
fied by any of the area 
hospitals when our mem-
bers are admitted due to 
policies involving patients’ 
rights to privacy.  There-
fore, if you or a member of 
your family is admitted to 
a hospital and you would 
like the church to know 
and the minister to visit, 
you need to call or E-
mail the church office 
with the information.  
Thanks for your help with 
this matter. 
  
*********************************** 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wish to express our 
sympathy to the following: 
   •  The family of Mildred  
“Millie” McDonald who 
passed away on June 15, 
2020. 
  •  The family of Emerson 
J. Renicker who passed 
away on June 26, 2020. 
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September  
Birthdays 

1 
Glen Groh 

Andrew Klar 
2 

Greg Herman 
Susan (Worley) Hawk 

3 
Heather Immel 

Holli Immel-Keener 
4 

Anne Edwards 
5 

Broc Siegenthaler 
Nicole (Smith) Sears 

James Boose 
6 

William Schilling 
7 

Nathan Legget II 
Lynne Telle 

Jennifer (Wood) Turney 
8 

Ethan Boose 
Lindsey Pellegrino 

Janice Cooper 
9 

Brad Swinderman 
Stephanie Ledyard 

Justin Domer 
10 

Sue Daley 
Johnalee Duda 

Barbara Shreiner 
Jennifer Immel 

11 
Helen Bierie 
Van Harmon 

Kelly Harrington 
12 

Brooke Steiner 
Stacey Maurer 

Michael Ferbrache 
Rachel Immel 
Joann Schaar 
Jon Ladrach 

13 
Michelle Sayre 
Kelly Wallick 

14 
Alaina Fisher 

Deborah Wallick 
Robert McCulloch 

15 
Logan Varnes 
Dale Peacock 

Tess Kirtz 
Hannah Klar 

Molly McCabe 
Aaron Armstrong 

16 
John Herzig 

C. William Shell 
Diane Uebel 

17 
Rod Showers 

Samara Tschantz 
18 

Ann Bambeck 
James Schumacher 

Amy Jo McMillen 
Matthew Shaffer 

19 
Grace Froman 
Michele Specht 

John Feutz 
Mary Ann Lauber 

20 
Kyle Swinderman 

 
 

21 
Nicole Fahrni 

Kaylee Kandel 
James Meryo, Jr. 

Hunter Smith 
Bonnie Shrock 

22 
Liz Hershberger 

23 
Hugh Hart 

William Kelly 
Jeffrey Wallick 
Cindy Schwenk 

24 
Susan Engle 

25 
Chelsea Menapace 

Pat Lorenz 
Tegan Coutts 
Casey Fisher 

26 
Fred Herman 

Corey Swinderman 
Billy Hoover 

27 
Robin Immel 

28 
Dylan DeVore 

Marty Chumney 
James Domer 
Susan Terazzi 
Linda Marks 

29 
Karen Wallick 

Rudy Tschantz 
30 

Marcus Edwards 
Lauren Powell 

Catherine McCulloch 
Missy Stutz 
Kiley Duda 

M. Dean Allman 
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September  
Anniversaries 

1 
Margaret & David Daley 
Linda & Steven Domer 

3 
Bonnie & Jonathan Mason 
Linda & William Schilling 

4 
Heather & Nick Rufener 

6 
June & John Wright 

7 
Julie & Nathan Leggett 
Susan & Matthew Engle 

8 
Robin & Scott Immel 

Robin & William Swonger 
10 

Kari & Eric Kinsey 
11 

Mary Jo & Thomas Fahrni 
12 

Michelle & Brent Devore 
13 

Diane & Steven Miller 
Amber & Jason Klar 

14 
Melissa & William Kelly 

15 
Christin & Todd Woods 

16 
Judy & Mike Frutig 

Kimberly & Wayne Parrish 
17 

Marsha & Paul Bragg 
Millie & Steven Frum 

 

18 
Amanda & Jeffrey Bur-

dette 
19 

Kay & Larry Whitlach 
20 

Kristy & William Massie 
Rachel & Charles Stuart 

Jodi & Wes Hughes 
21 

Jennifer & Scott Elton 
22 

Joyce & Donald Dummer-
muth 

Donna & Kevin Stanke 
23 

Tammy & Dale Dulaney 
24 

Roberta & Ben Ballentine 
Molly & Griffin McCabe 

Mary Ellen & Greg Walls 
25 

Cheryl & Adam Herman 
Dianne & Eric Tiell 

Bethany & Justin Lauber 
26 

June & Francis Wis-
selgren 

27 
Terri & Ronald Smith 

Shelly & Jeffrey Beitzel 
30 

Margaret Ann Brunner &  
Donald Maurer 

Kristi & James Festi 
 

Family Members in  
Nursing Homes 

  
Hennis 
Liz Hershberger 
 
Hennis (Bolivar) 
Barbara Goldsmith 
 
Country Club Nursing 
Home 
Carol Freshwater 
 
New Dawn 
Bill Hawk 
 
Park Village 
Art Dell 
Jeanne Ickes 
Alice Maurer 
Marilyn Stalder 
 
Park Village Asst.  
Living N. 
Dean & Marjorie Auman 
Grace Bochsler 
 
Park Village Southside 
Betty Yelverton 
 
The Inn at Northwood 
Pat Lorenz 
Mabel Maurer 
 
The Inn at University  
Village 
Barb Stien 
 
Walnut Hills Asst. Living 
Dorothy Randles 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
 
 

 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
 
9:30 Online Worship 
        Service 
 
10:00 Parking Lot   
          Service 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Building & Office  
Closed 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Council Mtg.  
        (ZOOM) 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 

 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
9:30 Online Worship 
        Service 

  

14 
 
Carillon Deadline 

 
 
 
6:30 Bad Girl’s 
Book Club (ZOOM) 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 
9:30 Online Worship 
        Service 

  

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
9:30 Online Worship 
        Service 

  

28 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30    
 
 
 
 

 


